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 With the advent of fall, we can rest assure that 
a change will occur in our natural world. In nature, 
seasons are crucial for our survival. If seasons wouldn’t 
happen on Earth then we could not sustain life. Crops 
couldn’t grow. We could not reap a harvest from the 
seed that we sow. 
 All of us experience change and transition in 
life. Sometimes life is exciting, dynamic, and we feel 
on top of the world. At other times we just want to go 
away and escape the situation – as King David said, 
“Oh that I could fly away with wings like a dove”.
 King Soloman proclaims in Ecclessiastes 3:1-
11.  “Time for Everything and To Everything There Is a 
Season. A time for every purpose under heaven. A time to 
be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to 
pluck what is planted.”  
 We must understand the seasons. If we do not 
understand that there are seasons in life, we may draw 
the wrong conclusions about what is happening in our 
lives, or the reasons for it.
  We can never understand God’s timing so we 
must experience these seasons with a sense of peace for 
what God has in store for our life.  Let us be in awe. 
Let it arrest us. Let it move us and change us. And that 
awe has a name, Jesus.  
 
  
  

Reason for the Season
Examples of the Seasons we experience:

The Season of Testing, Temptation: This is 
where most people reside.  They are continuously 
slipping back into the same patterns because of 
fleshly temptations and circumstances.

The Season of Rest:  Time in life when nothing 
is happening. We need rest, patience and trust in 
the Lord. Allow Him to do things in His way and 
His time.
 
The Season of Sowing:  There is a time for       
sowing, planting and investing, but you only can 
do so much. The rest has to be left up to the Lord. 

The Season of Reaping:  A time for harvest 
of the things you’ve sowed. Remain focused and 
thankful.

The Season of Fruitfulness:  Time when             
everything starts paying off. Seemed to be “in the 
zone” where we’re just an instrument for the Fruits of 
the Spirit.
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This month, on October 31st, we celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. Martin 
Luther made public his wriiten list of charges, the 95 
Theses, against the Catholic religion for the sale of 
Indulgences. Let’s take a closer look at the who this 
revolutionary was and the spirit which revoked him. 

 

 

“The Church’s True Treasure 
is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

 The Lutheran faith will celebrate this 500th   
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation with 
hearts overflowing in gratitude for perhaps the 
greatest move of God’s Spirit since the days of the 
Apostles. No one would have suspected that the sound 
of a hammer  striking the castle door in Wittenburg, 
Germany, would soon be heard around the world. 
Martin Luther ingited a flame that continues to burn 
strong during these cruel times and shall never be   
extinguished. 
 That faithful October day ultimately lead to 
the greatest transformation of Western society since 
the apostles preached God’s Word. For this was the 
day the light of the gospel broke forth out of the 
darkness. It was the day that led to Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, John Knox, and many others to help 
the church find it’s way back to God’s Word as the 
only authority for faith and life. The inception of the 
Five Solas was birthed from the intentional actions of 
these bravemen.
 The church was led back to the glorious 
doctrines of justification by grace alone through 
faith alone in Christ alone but also gave way to 
freedom within it’s walls. The fires of missionary 
endeavors were kindled. The advent of hymn writing 
and congregational singing were paved. Futhermore, 
it led to the centrality of the sermon and a purpose of 
preaching for the people of God. A celebration of a
theological, ecclessiastical, and cultural shift.
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– from Martin Luther’s 
   95 Theses

 The Reformers were guided by the conviction 
that the church of their day drifted away from the 
essential, original teachings of Christianity, especially 
in regard to what it was teaching salvation. Thus,
emerged the Five Solas (Alone).  The Five Solas of 
the Protestant Reformation are a foundational set of      
Biblical principles held by theologians and church       
clergy to be central to the doctrine of salvation.  

Sola Scriptura  
+ Scripture Alone +

Sola Gratia  
+ Grace Alone +

Sola Fide

+ Faith Alone +

Solus Christus

+ Christ Alone +

Soli Deo Gloria 

+ To God Alone Be Glory +

 

the Five Solas



 Martin Luther, a law student who became an 
Augustinian monk, devoutly believed in and practiced 
his religion through prolonged prayer, fasting, deprived 
sleep and physical discomfort to the body and spirit. 
His devotion led to a “protest” that placed Luther at 
the center of a great contoversy after his theses were 
copied and distributed throughout Europe.
  A single event on a single day started a change 
that would set our world on a new path. Brother 
Martin had struggled for years with the Catholic 
Church that he served. His concern was held with 
the corruption within the institution’s walls. The           
indulgences of sin gripped the church’s flesh rather 
than the spirit.
 Martin Luther’s rediscovery of the truth led 
to a whole host of other church and societal reforms 
and much of what we take for granted in the West  
would’ve likely been impossible has he never graced 
the scene. 
  November 1st held a special place in the 
Catholic church calendar as All Soul’s Day. This 
commemorated when the souls of Christians 
who’ve died were remembered. This was also a day 
the Church in Wittenburg, Germany would have 
a massive exhibit of newly acquired relics and sell 
indulgences for past, present, and future sins. He swung 
his hammer as a pastor. He cared for the eternal         
welfare of his flock.
  Today, Luther’s legacy lives on in 
the creeds ands confessions of Protestant bodies 
worldwide. As we consider his importance during 
the historical rememberance of this Reformation 
Day, let us equip ourselves to be knowledgeable 
proclaimers and defenders of biblical truth. May we 
be eager to preach the Gospel of God to the world 
and thereby spark a new reformation of church and 
culture.
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For the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed-
a righteousness that is by faith from first to last,    
just as it is written: “The righteous will live by 
faith.”  – Romans 1:17

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this 
is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift... 
Ephesians 2:8

...like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 1 Peter 2:5

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profit-
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work. 
2 Timothy 3:16

Accept my teachings and learn from me, because I 
am gentle and humble in spirit, and you will rest 
for your lives. The burden that I ask you to accept is 
easy; the load I give you to carry is light.” 
Matthew 11:29-30
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Bible Verses of Inspiration 
for the Five Solas



FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

First English Lutheran Church is a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Christ centered, 
Bible based community promoting faith development and on-going Christian Education.

We foster a community of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving with warmth and hospitality. We are 
committed to Christian Stewardship as our way of life, offering our gifts of time, talent, and treasure 
in the service of God and our neighbor. We plan to become a dynamic evangelizing church, as we 
prayerfully participate in the sacramental life of Christ, our Lord, and we strengthen family life.

Worship Schedule:

Sunday Mornings
Worship with Holy Communion

Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Praise Service
11:00 a.m.

Pastor Calvin “CJ” Luttinen
Email: calvinluttinen@gmail.com

Cell#: 734-904-8294
Pastor’s Office Hours

Tuesday: 11 a.m. to 12 noon
and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Church Office#: 504-455-5562
Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 9 a.m to 2 p.m.

Email for Announcements:
church@firstenglishmetairie.com

FELC Website, Google: 
FirstEnglishMetairie.com

Adult Bible Study:

Sunday between Services
10:00 a.m.

Wednesdays
10:30 a.m.
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Dear graduates,

It is a wonderful, exciting, new, and sometimes scary time in your life as you pass from 
high school to college or wherever your life may take you. Amid all the emotion and 
anticipation that will face you in the coming months, amid the change, both good and bad, 
God is with you. He loves you and restores you. He is present in and where He always has 
been, in His Word for you. Rely and trust in Him and you will not be let down. Things may 
be incredibly joyful and thrilling, or difficult and filled with trials, yet in both, God is present 
with you. Congratulations on your accomplishments so far. The congregation of First English 
and myself are very proud of you. As you go from here, take hope in the words of David from 
Psalm 18:  

I love you, Lord! You are my strength.  The Lord is my Rock, my fortress, my place of safety. 
He is my God, the Rock I run to for protection. He is my shield; by his power I am saved. 
He is my hiding place high in the hills.  I called to the Lord for help, and he saved me from my enemies!  
He is worthy of my praise!

Congrats and God’s blessings to you!

Pastor CJ

Events Around Town

Reformation Family Celebration - October 14th
First English Lutheran Church

* Outdoor family fun - free food & drinks, bounce houses, kid games.  Noon-5pm
* Crafter’s Seasonal Boutique - inside LHS, Cleary Ave. entrance, seasonal crafts, 
desserts, pepper jelly.  9am-2pm
* Oktoberfest - Fellowship Hall, German food and Bunco, $10/ticket. Noon-4pm  

Reformation Seminar
The Village Lutheran Church, Lacombe, LA - October 21st - 9:00am
985-882-5727

* Dr. Paul Maier will lead a lecture/discussion about the impact of the Reformation.

Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World
AMC Elmwood Palace 20 - Thursday, October 26 - 6:30pm

Reformation Rememberance
Zion Lutheran Church, New Orleans, LA - Saturday, October 28 - 4:00pm
504-524-1025

* Remembrance of the Five Solas reform. statements. Pastor Taglauer will be a participant. Food to follow. 

Reformation Celebration
St. Paul Lutheran Church, New Orleans, LA - Sunday, October 29 - 4:00pm
504-945-3741
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