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A Very Happy New Year, Indeed!

It happens every year. January 1st rolls around and we 
make plans for a better life–for self-improvement. We 
add new items, new practices into our daily lives without 
giving much consideration to, often, how overwhelmed 
we are with things currently. These resolutions are set 
to change how we interact with the world, even our 
relationship with God. To start making a change, let’s 
consider these three steps to help put our lives into   
perspective.

1. Embrace an attitude of simplicity.

“Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil 
and a striving after wind.”   (Ecclesiastes 4:6)

“All that is not eternal is eternally useless”   (C.S. Lewis)

Ways that we can implement an attitude of simplicity is 
to cut back, clear out, and put first things first. What is 
most important in life? Our relationship with God and 
others is. Take a moment to inventory what takes up 
most of our time and the things that can be cut back.

2. Be thankful for what you really have.

“A tranquil heart gives life to the flesh, but envy makes the 
bones rot.”   (Proverbs 14:30)

“I have noticed that God tests my faith through problems, 
tests my hope by how I handle possessions, and tests my 
love through people.”   (Rick Warren)

“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 
any and every situation.”   (Philippians 4:12)

3. Revive your relationship with God.

“Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest 
in the shadow of the Almighty.”   (Psalm 91:1)

“The fruit of that righteousness will be peace; its effect will 
be quietness and confidence forever.”   (Isaiah 32:17)

Remember, anytime you have a decision in life or a 
predicament which happens to be overwhelming. If 
you need a new attitude in life or a want to be shown a 
different way to handle stuff all we have to do is PRAY 
FIRST.  He will reveal to you what to do next.



Our History
here at First English...

“History has always fascinated me, and my new job here at FELC has engaged my interest. One day, as I looked 
for paint in one of the closets upstairs, I stumbled upon several plastic bins of historical articles, with it’s contents 
reaching back to the beginning of the church.”

 Starting in 1883, regular English services began 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in New Orleans to meet the 
need of young people who no longer understood German. 
The assistant pastor of the church, Rev. G. C. Franke, was 
given full charge of the English work. Within two years 
a group became established as a separate congregation 
with meetings and a constitution. It’s name “The English 
Evangelical Lutheran St. Paul’s Congregation” was 
adopted. But, all the English services came to a halt once 
Pastor Franke accepted a new call in June of 1887. After 
several preliminary meetings held, 
the “First English Evangelical         
Lutheran Congregation of New          
Orleans” was organized. They were 
at once financially independent and 
self-supporting. The legacy still 
carries on. Even one of our members, 
Mr. Charles Huff, has an ancestor on 
the original board of Trustees. 

As I carefully examined the contents of the historic 
collection upstairs, the first thing that caught my 
attention was a time capsule metal box placed in the 
cornerstone of the second church. The time capsule looks 
like an artillery canister with the lid sheared open. Within 
it’s contents lies handwritten documents of member’s 
names, congregation amounts, and various newspapers 
of the time. A handwritten report of the church statistics 
from the organization in October 1888 to the dedication 
of the second church states the total number of “souls” in 
1893 were numbered at thirteen hundred. The first house 
of worship was on the corner of Port St. and St. Claude 
Ave., just two blocks from St. Paul. They started with 
250 communicant members previously served by Pastor 
Franke. 
  

Rev. G. C. Franke

In 1891, Rev. George C. Franke was called back to 
succeed the first pastor, Rev. Huegli. Under the restored 
leadership the congregation experienced “phenomenal 
growth” and adopted to purchase lots. The second church 
was built on the corners of Port St. between N. Rampart 
and St. Claude Ave. The dedication of the church was 
celebrated with an impressive ceremony on May 28, 
1893, as mentioned on the back of the Daily Picayune 
that very day. 

The building was an imposing one. It was a two 
story building and had a seating capacity of seven 
hundred. The main entrance was at the center and once 
entering, opened up to a magnificent sanctuary. The 
windows were of colored cathedral glass and the altar 
and pulpit were among “the handsomest seen in any 
church in the state”. The painting of the resurrection 
above the altar was done by an artist that painted similar 
scenes in Lutheran churches 
up and down the Mississippi 
River. There was a basement 
of the church which housed 
the “Orchestra Pit” which 
performed regularly for 
entertainments. 

The congregation con-
tinued to grow by leaps 
and bounds through-
out the following decades. By 1912, twenty-four 
hundred souls were listed in the records. First                                                        
English had grown into the largest Lutheran Church 
in the Southern District and at one time was the tenth 
largest Lutheran Church in the Missouri Synod. 



During those formative years, many of the church’s 
devotional and charitable clubs were established. 
The people of the congregation was given a role and
purpose in the prospering body. Such groups 
organized were The Christian Endeavor 
Society, The Young People’s  Guild, The Earnest 
Workers, Truth Seekers Adult Bible Study, various     
stages of Sunday School, and  numerous others. 

In fact, from the very beginning of First English, 
thought and attention was given to the proper Christian 
training of the children of the congregation. In 1913, the 
Sunday School’s 
all time high 
enrollment was 
f o u r - h u n d r e d 
forty-one chil-
dren, not including 
children three and 
under. It required an 
Executive Committee of twelve 
members and a teaching staff of sixty plus teachers. 
Sunday School was not only a resource to teach children 
scripture but to teach them how to be a support system 
in the community. They gave out Thanksgiving baskets 
to the poor, cash for the sick who could not enjoy food, 
scholarships for faith-based studying, bible drives, etc. 

In 1955, First English Lutheran Church built a new 
church that could fit their bountiful membership as their 
innumerable activities. As times changed in the world, 
so did our avenues of help. During the 60’s and 70’s 
they tried helping environmental organizations. They               
eventually began taking their mission work to other 
countries. 

The times will change and sometimes our path will 
change in the way we might not want it. Sometimes it 
feels as though all we do is wait. Maybe you’re wait-
ing on a job, on an answer, or on a prayer. Waiting is 
essential to faith. All we 
can do is fill these  periods 
with the  knowledge of 
God’s promises and also 
with others that make life 
rich. 

 

   

Pastor CJ once said, “No one would know we have a 
nearly one hundred thirty year history by walking 
through the doors.” People visiting probably wouldn’t 
know unless they read the inscripted stone outside the 
front doors.  Not only do we have a long history but 
it’s also a very rich one at that. Let’s make an effort to 
perserve this collection so future generations can also 
relish in it. 

Member Spotlight

One of our centenarians, Mrs. Myrtle Isabel 
Blakeway Suprean was born on November 26, 1914 
and her family spans almost the 
entire life of the church. She is 
the third of their family’s five 
generations of members here at 
First English. Apparently, the 
women of her family were the 
ones that carried the lineage 
forward and stayed a 
dedicated Christian through all 
these years. The legacy started 
with Mrs. Suprean’s grandmother, 
Catherine somewhere during the birth of First English.  

Of course, you know her daughter, Mrs. Diane 
Terrell and her grand daughter, one of our beloved 
organist, Mrs. Leslie Salinero. They were extreme-
ly helpful in assisting me with retreiving some 
pertinent information. They were also very appreciative 
for my interests in their family. One thing about Mrs. 
Myrtle that I wanted to know was what was her fondest 
memory of all her years at First English. Her response 
was the Christmas Eve services. Her first memory 
of them was when she was four years old. She can 
remember there were so many members and 
attendees that it was standing room only. 
Also, in those days the Church’s Christmas 
Tree was decorated and lit with real candles.  
What a nightmare that could’ve been!

  



FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

First English Lutheran Church is a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Christ centered, 
Bible based community promoting faith development and on-going Christian Education.

We foster a community of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving with warmth and hospitality. We are 
committed to Christian Stewardship as our way of life, offering our gifts of time, talent, and treasure 
in the service of God and our neighbor. We plan to become a dynamic evangelizing church, as we 
prayerfully participate in the sacramental life of Christ, our Lord, and we strengthen family life.

Worship Schedule:

Sunday Mornings
Worship with Holy Communion

Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Praise Service
11:00 a.m.

Pastor Calvin “CJ” Luttinen
Email: calvinluttinen@gmail.com

Cell#: 734-904-8294

Pastor’s Office Hours
Tuesday: 11 a.m. to 12 noon

and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Church Office#: 504-455-5562
Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 9 a.m to 2 p.m.

Email for Announcements:
church@firstenglishmetairie.com

FELC Website, Google: 
FirstEnglishMetairie.com

Contact Us:

Adult Bible Study:

Sunday between Services
10:00 a.m.

Wednesdays
10:30 a.m.

First English Lutheran Church is pleased to offer a 
preventive health event.  Life Line Screening will host their 
affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings on February 3rd.   
Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and 
osteoporosis screening from $149.  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes 
to complete.  In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount, 
please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/advantage-
members.

Life Line Health Screening

Words from our New Church Council President:

“I am honored to take on the role of congregation president and look forward to 
serving you. I am full-time employed so I might be in a meeting but leave a message. 
You can reach me at 450-2459 or by email: dennispigg@charter.net. Thank you.”

Cleaning at the Church
We are asking for assistance with keeping the church clean on a regular basis. 
Our goal is to have members that live in the area, or passing on the way to work, 
to take a moment to help with cleaning duties. We have all the supplies and there 
is a list of tasks. All it takes is fifteen to thirty minutes of your day. Thank you!

Also: Please contact Dena Charlet for any Pastoral Care needs. Call her at 831-
0820 or 427-8943. Email is denacharlet@gmail.com


