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“Coming” in LatinLetter from 
Reverend John C. Ramsey, II

 The start of a new church year and a new                 
calendar year is very much like the Season of Advent.  
On the one hand, Christ has already come, so we look 
back to those passages of Scripture that explain the 
prophecies, promises and reality of Christ Jesus coming 
into this world that God has made. 
 And so it is for each one of us as we take the 
time to remember the events of the past year, both in our 
congregation and in our families & vocations.  What has 
changed?  What has remained the same?  In the midst 
of trials and disappointments, how has God blessed us?
 On the other hand, Jesus has promised that He 
will come again.  He has described the signs and the 
times that are designed to keep us in faithful expectation 
of His return.  We are each living in the “end times”, the 
final days before He appears in glory to make all things 
new.
 What do we think when the Scriptures tell us 
to “watch”, “be on guard”, “don’t be caught unaware”?  
Do we wait patiently or impatiently?  Are we ready 
to go, or are we reluctant to give up this life for that 
which has been promised but not revealed?
  

 The four Sunday’s of Advent encourage us 
to think both broadly and narrowly about our faith 
in Christ.  Thinking of Him as a mere child born in 
the midst of the confusion of an overcrowded village     
undergoing a “census” can cause us to lose sight of how 
the divine God of glory almost invisibly entered the 
world. 
 But the Advent story plays well into how 
Americans celebrate Christmas.  Christ is just an 
afterthought for many believers as we bring the year 
to a close and are so busy with personal & family 
traditions for buying & exchanging gifts and 
celebrating the big day.  From “Black Friday” through 
New Year’s Day, the barrage of discounts & deals is 
continuous.  We are almost made to feel guilty if we 
don’t buy enough so the retailers will have a successful 
year. 
 



 
 Finally, Christmas is here.  For many it’s a 
relief.  We can jump off the carousel of shopping, 
cooking, planning & wrapping and just relax.  But then, 
there is Jesus.  What do we do with Him?  Where is 
He in our 
life? 
 Let me pause here for a few lines and suggest 
an answer to the last question.  With this answer, may 
I suggest we use a Scripture verse for this new year?  
Since we will be mostly reading the Gospel of Luke 
this year, here is the verse from Luke 22:19b. “This is my 
body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 
me.”
 We know the context of this passage is the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper.  Let us, for the next 
12 months, keep the body of Jesus in mind.  He, 
resurrected from the grave, is still “embodied” in human 
flesh as He reigns at the right hand of God the Father.  
We, baptized into His death and life, are embodied in 
Him.  Together we are in union with Him.  But we are 
also still infected with sin that prevents us from being 
perfected.  But Jesus prays for us and has given us the 
Holy Spirit to help us remember His body which was 
given for us for our salvation.  When we see our body 
and the bodies of others around us, we remember God as 
Creator, Jesus as Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit as the 
Helper, holding us close in our dual nature of saint &
 sinner.  
 In Christmas, we receive the greatest treasure 
God could give us, His Son who died to save sinners, 
all humanity.  In the days ahead, let us give thanks daily 
for God’s providential care for us through His Son, and 
for the opportunities we have daily to share God’s love 
with others through our thoughts, words, actions and           
vocations. 
 
 
 

A Gift of the 
Season

 This time of year we endeavor to spend more 
energy toward giving to those less fortunate than 
ourselves. The heart of Christ inspires us to lay our 
personal cares to the side in order to provide support to 
our neighbors. Here are a few of the ways we gave away 
His gifts.

 For the first quarter of 2019, we have start of 
the Divine Metanarrative, the story of Jesus Christ 
from birth to the final journey to Jerusalem. After 
Christmas, we enter the Season of Epiphany, the 
revealing of Jesus as the Son of Man & the Son of God.  
With the Transfiguration of the Lord on March 3, we 
enter the Season of Lent that will continue past 
March 31. 
 God has plans for each one of us, and He has 
plans for our congregation.  As we remember Jesus in 
His bodily incarnation, and in His presence through the 
Means of Grace, Word & Sacraments, let us rejoice in 
the gifts He gives us and love each other as He has loved 
us.
   
   Blessings in Christ our Lord,
     Pastor John

SOS 
Support Our Survivors Benefit Concert



 Our 2nd Annual Support Our Survivors concert 
took place on Wednesday, December 5th at 7:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary of First English. Once again, we raised
 money for the L.A. C.O.P.S. organization which assists 
those affected by the loss of a law enforcement officer. 
The sixty-five piece American Legion Post 377 Band 
delighted us with Christmas classics and hymns this 
year.  We had many visitors from different parts of the 
city and it was great to see us all come together. The 
cold couldn’t keep people away from experiencing a            
spectacular night. 

Baked Turkeys
For Homeless of Greater New Orleans

 This is another way that we provide support 
to the less fortunate in our city. Some of our members 
bake a turkey at home and they are delivered to Christ 
the King Lutheran Church, which is in partnership 
with Ozanam Inn in New Orleans,that distributes the      
turkeys. 
 Let us give an immense sign of gratitude to 
Mrs. Dottie Tardy for being the foundation of our 
outreach efforts through many of these projects. I 
personally couldn’t be more thankful in this season for 
her generousity. Let us continue to reach out with no 
boundaries to our communities with Christ-like         
compassion.   

Gifts for Veterans
Stockings and Crafts to Veteran’s Home

Angel Trees
Christmas Gifts to Foster Children

 We believe in this long standing gift 
opportunity to provide those in need with a 
Merry Christmas. The Angel Tree goes up in the 
narthex with a list of the important details of the 
child and what gifts to give so the giving can be easy. 
Within minutes all the tags are taken from the tree 
and another year is complete. Some gifts are given 
to local families in need, but most go to BeReal for 
Foster Children. God’s blessings continue to give!

 The U.S. Veterans Home in Reserve, LA 
house 144 Veterans with terrible afflictions, that 
seem to fall away once we step through the door to 
bless them with the love of Christ. This year we 
provided each person with a stocking full of personal 
care items and several boxes of craft goods for their 
commons area. Tears streamed down their face in the 
joy they experienced. Our very own organist, Leslie 
Salinero, played piano while several of our members 
sang Christmas carols to them. What a blessing it was! 



FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

First English Lutheran Church is a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Christ centered, 
Bible based community promoting faith development and on-going Christian Education.

We foster a community of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving with warmth and hospitality. We are 
committed to Christian Stewardship as our way of life, offering our gifts of time, talent, and treasure 
in the service of God and our neighbor. We plan to become a dynamic evangelizing church, as we 
prayerfully participate in the sacramental life of Christ, our Lord, and we strengthen family life.

Worship Schedule:

Sunday Mornings
Worship with Holy Communion

Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Praise Service
11:00 a.m.

Rev. John C. Ramsey, II
Email: revjcr2@gmail.com

Cell#: 330-321-3225

Church Office#: 504-455-5562
Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9 a.m to 1 p.m.

Email for Announcements:
church@firstenglishmetairie.com

FELC Website, Google: 
FirstEnglishMetairie.com

Adult Bible Study:

Sunday between Services
10:00 a.m.

Wednesdays
10:30 a.m.
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Dear graduates,

It is a wonderful, exciting, new, and sometimes scary time in your life as you pass from 
high school to college or wherever your life may take you. Amid all the emotion and 
anticipation that will face you in the coming months, amid the change, both good and bad, 
God is with you. He loves you and restores you. He is present in and where He always has 
been, in His Word for you. Rely and trust in Him and you will not be let down. Things may 
be incredibly joyful and thrilling, or difficult and filled with trials, yet in both, God is present 
with you. Congratulations on your accomplishments so far. The congregation of First English 
and myself are very proud of you. As you go from here, take hope in the words of David from 
Psalm 18:  

I love you, Lord! You are my strength.  The Lord is my Rock, my fortress, my place of safety. 
He is my God, the Rock I run to for protection. He is my shield; by his power I am saved. 
He is my hiding place high in the hills.  I called to the Lord for help, and he saved me from my enemies!  
He is worthy of my praise!

Congrats and God’s blessings to you!

Pastor CJ

School/Confirmation/
Teen Bible Study:

Sunday between Services
in LHS School building

10:00 a.m.

From the Desk of First English,

 As I put this newsletter together I can take a big sigh of relief knowing 
that all of our Christmas event planning and execution has come to an end. 
Now is the time to take in all of God’s many blessings this past year and wait 
for the coming of Jesus Christ. I’m very grateful for all the volunteers who 
keep the church moving forward in a world that remains stuck in neutral. 
My prayer is that the Holy Spirit will guide more of us into the new church      
calendar year with a calling of boundless giving. Grace and Peace, Blake

Many Thanks!!!

 The church of First English Lutheran would like to extend the most 
heart felt sign of love and gratitude for all those members who give up their  
personal time and resources so that we may provide others with the love of 
Christ. We couldn’t do all of it without the hard work and unwavering deligence 
of those several. Thank you and God’s blessings. 
 The last thing any of us want to hear about is another coming event, but 
I promise this one will be great. We are planning a Volunteer Appreciation party 
to show how much we value our voluteers. In the meantime, enjoy the Advent 
and Christmas seasons!
 Christmas Eve Services:

Christmas Eve Family Service
6:30 p.m.

Candelight Service
11:00 p.m.


