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“For we not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ” 2 Cor. 4:5

 On October 31st of 2017, will mark the 
500th year anniversary that Martin Luther nailed 
Ninety-Five Theses to the door of Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. The act was a common academic 
practice of the day and served as an invitation to 
debate. The Reformation ended the unity imposed
by medieval Chrisitanity and, in the eyes of many 
historians, signaled the beginning of the modern era. 

The Reformation wasn’t about men, nor about 
their will and power. The Reformation was about 
Christ, and it came by the pure preaching of His 
Word. One of the principles, the priesthood of all 
believers, in which all believers are priests before 
God through our great high priest Jesus Christ. 
We all have direct access to God through Christ. 

As a result of these principles, the 
Reformers rejected the authority of the Pope, 
the merit of good works, indulgences, and the 
meditation of Mary and the Saints, among other
 ones.
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the Tenets of the 
Reformation A watchword conveys the heart of one’s beliefs. 

The heart of the Lutheran Church’s beliefs is the 
doctrine of justification, the teaching of how we 
are declared righteous in God’s sight. The guiding 
principle of the Lutheran Church articulates this 
doctrine: 

A sinner is justified by:

Grace Alone (sola grafia)

through Faith Alone (sola fide)
for the sake of 

Christ Alone (solus Christus),
a truth revealed to us in 

Scripture Alone (sola Scriptura). 

For by Grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your doing; it is the gift of God.
           -Ephesians 2:8 

“To theSaints”



Member Spotlight

We have all been blessed by the presence of this young 
man in one way or another. It could be because of 
Kolin’s infectious smile, or his eagerness to be apart of 
our events, but most likely, it’s because of his hardwork 
each week. You see, Mr. Donegan promptly arrives at 
First English each Wednesday morning to thorough-
ly clean the sanctuary. Kolin gives out quick hugs, and 
eagerly dives into the janitorial closet. (With as little 
impact not to disrupt Bible Study, 
of course). Eventually, he emerges 
from the sanctuary wiping his brow 
with a sense of accomplishment.

Yes, job well done Kolin, but this is 
not the only way he helps out in the 
community. On Mondays, he helps 
with preparing and serving food to the homeless at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church in New Orleans. On 
Thursdays, he assists the cafeteria workers at 
Rudolf Matas Elementary School in Metairie. And 
on Fridays, he gives a helping hand to a local 
restaurant. Somewhere in the midst of his generous 
services, he finds time to be an athletic young man.

So, I’m not sure if this information can be released 
just yet, but Kolin will be Jefferson Parish Recreation                    
Department’s 2017 King of the Pinnacles Club. 
Among his love for bowling, going to the camp and 
just all around socializing, Kolin will be a parrain this
month. What an amazing young man we have in our 
congregation. Continue to spread the love Kolin! 

Kolin Donegan

Don’t Forget To: 

VOTE!
on Tuesday, November 8th

We would love for our newsletter to have 
    a name. Have an idea for one? 

Let us know, Send it our way!

Thanks to all of our volunteers!  

How to Be a Good Neighbor

All of us, at one time or another, have been in need 
of someone else’s help. We even wanted help but 
perhaps we were too proud to ask for it. When someone 
did come and help, we were grateful. Regardless of our 
status in life, we are to look out for the needs of others.

The parable of the Good Samaritan is a lesson about 
being a good neighbor. In fact, loving your neighbor 
as yourself is the second great commandment. Christ 
says we are to treat others the way we want to be 
treated. Anyone and everyone is our neighbor. Friends, 
strangers and enemies alike-we are to treat them all 
the way we want to be treated. The Samaritan saw 
someone in need and had compassion. He could have 
easily continued on his way like the others did, but he 
stopped when he saw the man in need. He even put 
his own needs on hold to assist the stranger. We must 
have compassion and humilty to see the needs of others 
around us. We must also take action. It is one thing to 
see the needs of others, but we must act on those needs. 

Perhaps the need is simply opening a door for some-
one whose hands are full. Maybe it’s offering an 
encouraging word to someone who is depressed. 
Whatever the need, we must show by our actions that 
we care about our neighbor. The more sincere and whole
hearted we are about helping others, the more blessings 
will follow us (The Cheerful Giver-2 Corinthians 9:6-8). 

* Bible Study Guides, www.freebiblestudyguides.org



The 13th Annual First English Angel Tree  for 
the Metropolitan Center for Women and Children 
and the Be/Real Christmas Outreach, which serves 
foster children in the New Orleans area, will 
appear in the narthex on Sunday, November 6th.

The Angel Tree is one of our most special 
outreach programs. Each year, the families served 
are just delighted that they have not been forgotten.

In addition to the Angel Tree gift requests, we are 
collecting toiletries such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo, conditioner, combs, brushes, etc. The small 
samples that we all get during our travels would be 
most welcomed. A box will be made available for 
these donations.

If there are any questions, please call Dottie Tardy at 
366-5802 or 812-1471. 

2016  Angel Tree

Church Council

The end of the year Church Council Meeting 
will take place on November 20th. During this 
occasion, the congregation will be voting for new, two 
year council member positions. Have you thought 
about devoting time to help the well-being of First 
English?  This special opportunity is your chance. 
Please call Tyrone Tedesco at 919-7709 or Dave Protti 
at 616-8224.

Offices at Large:
• President
• Vice President
• Secretary
• Treasurer

• Parish Education
• Pastoral Care
• Property/Building

We would like to extend an enormous amount of             
gratitude to the current Council Members for their   
dedication and hardwork throughout the years.  
Thank you!

All Saints’ Day

Don’t forget to include your loved ones for our All 
Saints’ Day service on November 6th. We will light 
candles for the dearly departed, acknowledge the 
deceased by name, and ringing of bells. Call or email us.

Lift To Help The Homeless:

The Center for Jesus the Lord, is 
asking for baked turkeys to feed the homeless on 
November 13th. They ask that turkeys are baked in an 
aluminum pan and baking bag, to be delivered to the 
Center on November 12th by 1:00 p.m. We would 
meet at First English earlier to coordinate. Please let 
Mary Anna Lightner, Diane Picone or any LIFT 
member know ASAP if you are interested. 
Thank you!!

Military Tribute

 A tribute to our members who served in the military  
will be held on November 13th.  The world can often 
be in a tumultuous state of affairs. At times, our military 
must step in to defend our freedoms and well-being. 
We thank all our active military and veterans for their-
bravery and love for our great country.

Pray for our Country Day

Unofficially, Pray for Our Country Day is November 
6th. There is a church in Missouri mailing out post-
cards to spread the word though. I thought to also in-
clude the sentiment. And this is part of their message: 
“As we approach this years election we need to pray for 
our country. Our goal is to reach out to every church 
in America...”. This may be a ploy to get donations but 
I also feel that we need prayer more than ever in these 
rapidly changing times because God is being removed 
from our consciousness as a whole.  



FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

First English Lutheran Church is a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Christ centered, 
Bible based community promoting faith development and on-going Christian Education.

We foster a community of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving with warmth and hospitality. We are 
committed to Christian Stewardship as our way of life, offering our gifts of time, talent, and treasure 
in the service of God and our neighbor. We plan to become a dynamic evangelizing church, as we 
prayerfully participate in the sacramental life of Christ, our Lord, and we strengthen family life.

Worship Schedule:

Sunday Mornings
Worship with Holy Communion

Traditional Worship Service
9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Praise Service
11:00 a.m.

Here at First English, we would like to wish you all 

Happy 
Thanksgiving!

We hope that everyone gets to spend quality time 
with friends and family the beginning of this holiday 
season. We wish that meals will be abundant for all to 
enjoy.  And we pray for the ones that won’t have the option 
to do so. 

Many Blessings,

Pastor Calvin “CJ’ Luttinen

Pastor Calvin “CJ” Luttinen
Email: calvinluttinen@gmail.com

Cell#: 734-904-8294

Pastor’s Office Hours
Tuesday: 11 a.m. to 12 noon

and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Church Office#: 504-455-5562
Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 9 a.m to 2 p.m.

Email for Announcements:
church@firstenglishmetairie.com

FELC Website, Google: 
FirstEnglishMetairie.com

Contact Us:

Adult Bible Study:

Sunday between Services
10:00 a.m.

Wednesdays
10:30 a.m.


